Frankenstein | The Monster

The Monster The monster is the secondary focus in Frankenstein; after all, he is the result of Victor’s perverse view of science, and of life. Literally sewn together from old body parts and animated by arcane chemicals and what must be lightning, he enters life and the novel a hulking, eight feet tall newborn baby. His “father’s” first act is to disown and abandon him – is it any wonder he goes on a rampage? Mary Shelley seems to be using the Monster as both a product of modern science’s refusal to accept the natural world and as Victor’s “dark side.” It is as if the emotion Victor doesn’t seem to have has been transferred into the Monster, who has no idea how to deal with it.

He tries to join regular society, only to be rejected. He looks in a mirror and realizes he is ugly, a parody of a human being. Despite his naturally gentle, even loving nature, the Monster’s separation from humanity drives his growing rage toward the man who created him then left him to fend for himself in a world that has no place for him. Seeking revenge on his creator, he kills Victor's brother and demands that Victor create a woman like him so he won’t be alone. Victor double-crosses the monster, destroying his work on the female monster, and the Monster kills Victor's best friend, then his new wife, in return.

Shelley wants us to feel sympathy for the Monster – she seems to be saying that Victor is the true monster of the novel – and she does so by giving him a gentle, eloquent nature. He assists a group of poor peasants and saves a girl from drowning, but because of his outward appearance, he is rewarded only with beatings and disgust. Torn between revenge and his natural impulses, the monster is destined to be lonely and guilty over the deaths he has caused.

Even Victor’s death is a hollow victory; although the source of the Monster’s suffering is gone, he was truly the creature’s only connection to real life. Without his “father” to guide him, the monster trudges off into the snow and ice, presumably never to be seen again.
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